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Help in times of need, beyond the courtroom

I started in the Cook County
s t at e’s attorney’s office in
1990. It was my dream ca-
reer to be a prosecutor, fight-
ing the good fight on behalf

of victims of crime. Early on in
my career, I became passionate
about domestic violence cases.

In 1997, at the request of State’s
Attorney Richard A. Devine, I
created and supervised the of-
f i ce’s first Domestic Violence Di-
vision. Previously, assistant state’s
attorneys would rotate out of
these courtrooms every few
months, leaving victims without
consistent representation. In the
new division, state’s attorneys
made a two-year commitment to
prosecuting domestic violence
cases.

What was readily apparent was
the vast majority of victims were
dropping their cases on the first
court dates. Many of these vic-
tims were financially tied to their
abusers. If we were to prosecute
without their cooperation,
often the abuser would
be sent to prison, losing
his job and leaving the
family in dire straights
financially. There had to
be a better solution.

Under the mantra of
“enhancing the role of
the prosecutor,” we
sought creative ways to offer vic-
tims the comprehensive services
they needed to end the abuse in
their lives. One of the programs
we created was the resource cen-
ter. The resource center was de-
signed to provide information for

the victim to gain financial in-
dependence. Victims flocked there
to obtain information on every-
thing from how to obtain their
GEDs, find financial help and get
c h i l d c a re.

After many years and thou-
sands of cases, I quit my job as
an assistant state’s attorney on
the state’s attorney’s executive
staff to be a stay-at-home mom. It
was amazing quality time with my
daughter, and I would never trade
it for the world.

I could have never predicted
that someday I would need some-
thing similar to the resource cen-
ter I created at the state’s at-
t o r n ey ’s office.

During my divorce, I needed a
comprehensive plan to assist me
in securing employment as a sin-
gle mother and to learn how to
financially plan for the future. I
was also trying to heal from my
second bout of cancer. It was

tricky because I had numerous
d o c t o rs ’ appointments and was
dumbfounded as to how I would
find a job that offered flexibility
for my many necessary therapies.

Although there are certainly
many quality organizations
around that might have offered
me such assistance, scheduling
one more appointment with
someone seemed to be over-
whelming to me at the time.

If there had been something
on-site at the courthouse or at my
l aw ye rs ’ offices — similar to what
was established at the domestic
violence courthouse — I would
have had a better game plan to
re-enter the workplace full time,
manage my household finances
and provide support for my child
once the final dissolution of mar-
riage was entered.

I learned to manage my com-
plications from the cancers and
get to a healthy place both men-
tally and physically. This gave me

the strength and the in-
sight to change gears
and pursue family law
with the hope of pro-
viding this extra refer-
ral service on site to
my clients.

Divorces are lengthy
processes, and the client

should be focusing on
how they can reassemble and re-
define their lives during that time.
We should enhance our role as
family lawyers and give them the
toolbox on site that they need to
reestablish themselves in their
communities. It is our business.
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